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SPRING INTO SUMMER
I am absolutely thrilled the weather is warming up
and we are starting to see the first signs of spring.
In this issue of the Blue Springs Magazine, you
will find a variety of helpful information and City
news to assist you in making plans for the warmer
weather.
As you enjoy your outdoor activities this spring, I
encourage you to be as prepared as possible for
emergency weather situations. Keep reading to
learn how you can sign up with Everbridge Nixle
for emergency alert notifications. Additionally,
we want you to celebrate summer safely, and
as always, be a good neighbor during the
Independence Day holiday if you plan to shoot fireworks.
My annual State of the City Address was featured at the Chamber of
Commerce’s February luncheon and my theme was ‘Celebrating Our Success,
But We Ain't Done Yet!’ because we've had a lot of successes as a community
over the last few years, but there is more where that came from. You can watch
the entire address on the City's Facebook Page, CTV-7, and the City's YouTube
Channel.
If you would like more frequent updates on City events, I encourage you to go
online and sign up for my e-newsletter: ‘News Happenings Around Town’. You
can also “like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter, Instagram and now
Nextdoor!
Gratefully in your service,

Mayor Carson Ross
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CELEBRATE SMART
THIS INDEPENDENCE DAY

BE LEGAL

LEGAL FIREWORKS DISCHARGE HOURS

•
•

July 1-3, 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
July 4, 10 a.m. to Midnight

THINK SAFE

ONLY USE CITY-APPROVED FIREWORKS

•
•

Includes fireworks sold by the licensed nonprofit organizations in Blue Springs
Discharge of bottle rockets and aerial luminaries is prohibited

PLAY SMART

ALWAYS HAVE AN ADULT PRESENT

•
•
•

Avoid discharging fireworks in dry areas
Do not discharge fireworks around pets or animals
If burned, observe proper burn care and call 911

KEEP YOUR CITY CLEAN!

Be kind to your neighbors and the environment by disposing of all debris after
discharging fireworks.

Red, White &
Blue Springs
Returns for
2020!
The City invites residents to the
Red, White and Blue Springs
Celebration on Saturday, July 4 at
Blue Springs South High School
Stadium, 1200 SE Adams Dairy
Pkwy. Gates open at 6:30 p.m.
Entertainment at 7:30 p.m. The
fireworks display begins around
9:45 p.m.

City Website
gets new look
The City website, www.bluespringsgov.com,
recently received a new customer-friendly
look that features navigation buttons,
easy methods to access needed information and
a clean new user-focused design. If you have
questions or suggestions after navigating
our new site, please email
communications@bluespringsgov.com
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INFRASTRUCTURE
& MAINTENANCE
PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

HWY 7 & SOUTH AVE STOPLIGHT

In the summer of 2019, the City's Public Works Department
rehabilitated more than 14.25 miles of City streets through
the Pavement Management Program. More than 8.75 miles
were completely resurfaced through traditional milling
and overlay. Additionally, a surface treatment designed to
extend the lifespan of our streets, was applied to another
5.5 miles.

The City is working with the Missouri Department
of Transportation to install a stoplight at 7
Highway and South Avenue to address traffic
congestion coming in and out of the post office
and Aldi’s. Additionally, this project will also
include sidewalks along 7 Highway to make it
safer for pedestrians.

The pavement management program is designed to extend
the useful life of public streets and provides for a safe,
reliable road network in the City.
In addition to the traditional overlay work of the pavement
management program, the City completely reconstructed
a section of Duncan Road from 7 Highway to 6th Terrace
that has had many issues over the last several years, and
we are pleased to say this project was a success.
The Pavement Management Program will be in full swing
again in 2020 with approximately 8.25 miles of roadway set
to be repaved.

ADOPT-A- STREET
City street crews maintain 268 miles of streets year-round. Unfortunately, the best of care doesn’t stop
people from littering our roadways.
Citizens interested in helping to preserve the cleanliness of Blue Springs streets can volunteer to Adopt-AStreet in Blue Springs. Volunteers are provided fluorescent safety vests, flags and bags. The rubbish collected
will be picked up for disposal by the City of Blue Springs. Those who sign up to Adopt-A-Street are asked to
serve at least a 1-year commitment to pick the litter up nine times throughout the year.
For more information about the program, contact Donna Caton, Utilities Project Manager at 816-228-0277
or complete the Adopt-A-Street Request form at www.bluespringsgov.com.
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ROANOKE DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS

Customer Service Spotlight:
Meet Corey, Michelle and John of our Public Works Department.
When a citizen has a concern with the roads, curbs or sidewalks in
the City, these three are often there working to make sure the issue
gets resolved as quickly as possible.

In the summer of 2019, the City also began
construction on improvements to NE Roanoke Drive
between Adams Dairy Parkway and NE Porter Road.
The project will widen this portion of NE Roanoke
Drive from a 20-foot wide country road to a 36-foot
wide collector street. The improvements will also
include curb, gutters, storm sewers and sidewalks.
This project is a result of current and projected growth
in the area that has led to an increase in traffic.
The improvements will substantially increase the
safety of drivers on the road and support continued
development and growth and are expected to be
complete by spring/summer 2020.

SAVE THE DATE!
Learn more about the City's Public Works Department and the
maintenance of the City's infrastructure at the annual Public Works
Celebration. on Thursday, May 21st from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the
Public Works Operations facility, 500 SE Sunnyside Rd.

Michelle, Administrative Assistant for Public Works-Operations,
is often one of the first voices you'll hear when you call the Public
Works department for issues ranging from water and sewer to
stormwater to streets and sidewalks — she hears it all and she
takes customer service very seriously. "I really try to put myself into
the citizen's shoes and do my best to resolve the issue as quickly as
possible. You can't make everyone happy, but you can always try.
Sometimes all people want to do is tell you their story and have
someone listen to their concerns."
Corey is the Traffic Supervisor, and he and his crew are there when
a report comes in about street signs/signals and issues with the
curbs or sidewalks. "A good half of our calls are due to curb issues,
and sometimes those callers are upset. But I've found all they really
want is to talk to someone to let them know we have received the
report, we are on it, how we plan to address it. It's important to
work with the residents one-on-one and address each concern
seriously. Good communication is key."
John is an Asphalt Maintenance worker who is usually out patching
roads, filling potholes, sealing cracks — among many other duties.
"We were in the field one time on a road project and this citizen was
out every single day approaching our crew. To him, it appeared we
were doing everything wrong. But I took the time to talk with him
every time he came out and explained the process. When it was all
said and done, he was actually really happy with the way it turned
out and I think that's largely because I was there through the whole
project to listen, answer his concerns, and just talk him through the
process. He really appreciated that."

INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE

5

[PARKS IMPROVEMENTS[
YOUNG PARK TO RECEIVE 2020 PLAYGROUND
IMPROVEMENTS www.bluespringsgov.com/parks
Since the residents of Blue Springs
passed a dedicated ½-cent Park
Sales Tax in April 2017, Blue Springs
has seen many much-needed
improvements to the parks system,
including the renovation of three
parks and playgrounds, installation
of the City's first — and immensely
popular — splashpad, the
rehabilitation of 5 1/2 miles of trails
and much more.
The five-year sales tax is entering
it's third year in 2020 and the list
of park improvements continues
to grow. This year, residents
can expect to see trail overlay
improvements on Adams Dairy
Parkway Trail from Duncan Rd. to
Jefferson St., Coronado to R.D. Mize
and Ryan Road to Moreland School
Road and the overlay of Rotary
Park Trail. Improvements are also
underway at Adams Pointe Golf
Club with new parking lot and cart
paths. But the biggest project for
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the 2019-2020 budget year will be
major renovations at Wilber Young
Park.
The playground being installed at
the shelter house at Wilbur Young
Park is a brand new product line
Wilber Young Park Playground - before
being introduced by Landscape
Structures, Inc. called Hedra™ and
that creates a hive of evolving
Blue Springs will be home to only
the second one of it's kind installed play and encourages exploration.
Finally, the Hedra Scout provides
anywhere — putting Blue Springs
on the cutting edge of playgrounds play for younger children, ages 2-5,
providing the many benefits of
today and into the future.
dynamic play.
This new playground will feature
The renovations at Wilbur
three custom towers providing
Young Park will also include the
views and experience for the
replacement of the shelter house
adventurous child. The Custom
and softball field lighting and total
Hedra Towers deliver more height
renovations to the basketball and
and an age-appropriate challenge
tennis courts. Repaving of the
to older children ages 5-12.
trails, roads and parking lot for
Additionally, the playground will
Wilbur Young Park will occur in the
feature the Hedra, a playground
FY2020-21.
structure with a geometric
configuration and continuous circuit
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EMERGENCY

[PREPAREDNESS[
Although you can’t fully plan for every unexpected event, a prepared community can put Blue Springs in a better
position to handle a disaster locally. Early warning systems and Community Emergency Response Teams can help
prevent loss of life and reduce the economic impact of disasters. If you have specific questions or concerns, contact Les
Boatright at lboatright@cjcfpd.org.

SEVERE WEATHER TIPS
Be Weather-Ready: Check the forecast regularly to see if you're at
risk for severe weather.
Create a Plan & Practice: Have a family plan that includes an
emergency meeting place and related information. Pick a safe room
in your home such as a basement, storm cellar or an interior room
on the lowest floor with no windows. Get more ideas for a plan at:
https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
Get In: If you are outside, get inside. If you're already inside, get as
far into the middle of the building as possible.
Get Down: Get underground. If you cannot, go to the lowest floor
possible.
Cover Up: Flying and falling debris are a storm's number one killer.
Use pillows, blankets, coats, helmets, etc to cover up and protect your
head and body from flying debris.

EMERGENCY ALERTS
SIGN UP FOR EMERGENCY ALERTS!

TEXT YOUR
ZIP CODE
TO 888777
(Example: 64015)

Everbridge Nixle
is the primary
emergency
notification
system for the
Central Jackson
County Emergency
Management Agency.

This tool is free to
users and allows
individuals a
higher level of
control over the
type of information they receive. Users can sign up for
notifications about emergency alerts, weather advisories,
event notifications and more.

OR VISIT

WWW.NIXLE.COM

CONNECT WITH US!
NOW ON NEXTDOOR.COM
The City of Blue Springs and the Blue Springs Police
Department are now on Nextdoor.com to help keep
you informed of community events and possible
criminal activity in your neighborhood. Search for
both agencies on Nextdoor.com.
As always, if you witness a crime in progress, please
call 911 or the non-emergency phone number for
the Blue Springs Police at, (816) 228-0151. The
Nextdoor pages will be viewed frequently but not
monitored 24 hours a day.
INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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CITY COUNCIL ADOPTS

SIGN CODE

www.bluespringsgov.com/signcode

The Blue Springs City Council recently adopted a new sign
code with numerous changes. Over the last year, a Sign
Code Task Force made up of business and community
members, met to review the City’s Code of Ordinances
regarding signage in the City of Blue Springs. The task force
was charged with updating the sign code to balance the
current interests of businesses and residents of Blue Springs
and to align the code with recent changes to sign law due to
state and federal court decisions.

UPDATES

Some of the most significant changes in the newly updated
sign code include:
SIGNS EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMITTING:
• Any sign that is not visible is exempt. If neighbors can’t
see it, the City doesn’t regulate it.
• Residential properties are allowed one temporary 8 sq. ft.
sign and any number of temporary 6 sq. ft. signs, provided
they do not exceed a cumulative total of 60 sq. ft. and they
maintain a 10-foot spacing when located within 10 feet of
the right-of-way.
• Non-residential properties are allowed one temporary
32 sq. ft. sign and any number of temporary 8 sq. ft. signs,
provided they do not exceed a cumulative total of 80 sq.
ft. per property and they maintain a 25-foot spacing when
located within 25 feet of the right-of-way.

An example of one type of approved signage under the new code
changes.
PERMANENT SIGNS:
• Pylon Signs are allowed on non-residential properties
larger than 4-acres.
• Wall Signs are allowed on all four sides of commercial
buildings.
PROHIBITED SIGNS:
• Signs displayed without a permit, unless exempt from
permitting.

• Businesses are allowed one 32 sq. ft. sign for up to 90 days
after first opening to the public (e.g. the Grand Opening).

• Signs displaying an off-premise or outdated advertising
message.

• Non-residential properties with an active Building Permit
are allowed any number of signs attached to a temporary
construction fence and one 32 sq. ft. sign located anywhere
on a property.

• Signs in the public right-of-way or otherwise attached to
public infrastructure (e.g. utility pole, park bench, etc.). Any
and every sign in the right-of-way is subject to confiscation.

TEMPORARY SIGNS:
• Each individual business is allowed four (4) 30-day
Building-Mounted Temporary Sign Permits per year.
• Each commercial property is allowed four (4) 30-day
Ground-Mounted Temporary Sign Permits per year, which
may include “feather flags” and ground-mounted banners.
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• Any moving or attention-attracting device, such as
streamers, propellers, inflatable signs or devices, balloons,
lights, and costumed persons or figures.
The Sign Code Task Force sought input from the business
and citizens through surveys. To review the City’s full
updated sign code, go to www.bluespringsgov.com/
signcode.

TOP 7

SPRING www.bluespringsgov.com/codes
CODE TIPS

5. FENCE, DECK AND POOL CONSTRUCTION

1. LAWNS

Lawns should not exceed 8 inches in height. Eradicate any
poison ivy on your residential or commercial property.

Construction or replacement of a deck, fence or pool
requires a City building permit. All pools holding 24 inches
of water or more, including inflatable pools, must have a
permit from the Codes Administration.

2. TREE LIMBS

6. GARAGE SALE SIGNS

Limbs that overhang the sidewalk or street must be
trimmed. Call Public Works at (816) 228-0195 if you have
questions about limbs in the rights-of-way of streets.

3. BRUSH PILES

Garage and yard sale signs must be placed on your own
property. They may not be posted on public utility/light
poles or on public street rights-of-way. These signs do not
require a permit. Signs can be posted on premises for up
to 3 days per sale.

4. TRASH CONTAINERS

7. REPLACEMENT FURNACES, WATER
HEATERS AND AIR CONDITIONERS

Brush piles must be removed and disposed of properly;
Open burning is not permitted within City limits.

Trash for pick up should be placed no further than 5 feet
from the home. Curbside pick up is prohibited. All trash
must be contained at all times.

All replacements require a building permit and City
inspection. If a contractor is used, they are required to
have a valid City business license.

DEA Rx TAKE BACK
EVENT
Saturday, April 25
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Blue Springs Police Department
1100 SW Smith Street
Cosentino’s Price Chopper
1100 S. Highway 7
Cosentino’s Price Chopper
1305 N. Highway 7
Blue Springs Police Department has partnered with both
Blue Springs Price Chopper locations to give residents an
opportunity to rid their homes of potentially dangerous
expired, unused and unwanted prescription drugs. The
service is free and anonymous, no questions asked.
Due to the drop-off nature of this program, no needles accepted.

EASTERN JACKSON COUNTY YARD
WASTE COLLECTION CENTER

37910 E. Pink Hill Road, Oak Grove
April-November, Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This facility allows residents to recycle grass clippings,
leaves, brush and limbs for a nominal fee.
For fee information, visit www.jacksongov.org/
yardwaste. For more information, call 816-847-7050.

INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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COMMUNITY

CALENDAR

www.bluespringsgov.com/calendar

APRIL
BLUE SPRINGS
FARMERS MARKET

May through October, Saturdays,
7 a.m. to noon, Downtown Blue
Springs, Municipal Parking Lot
www.bluespringsfarmersmarket.
com

How to Start A Business
April 25, 10 a.m. to noon
Mid-Continent Public Library
Blue Springs South Branch

Rx Take Back Event

April 25, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Blue Springs Police Department
North & South Cosentino’s
Price Chopper

Get Outdoors

April 25, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lake Remembrance

DOWNTOWN CAR
CRUISES

April through October, Second
Saturday of the Month along Main
Street in Downtown Blue Springs.

MAY

Fishing Derby

May 9, 8:30-11 a.m.
Rotary Park at Railroad Lake

Shift East Brew Fest
May 16, 6-6 p.m.
Downtown Blue Springs

Public Works Celebration
May 23, 5-7:30 p.m.
Public Works Facility,
500 SE Sunnyside

May 24 through August 23
Sundays, 6-8 p.m.
Rotary Park at Railroad Lake.
Concert Schedule on P&R page 5

Memorial Day Parade

May 25, 9 a.m. at 10th & Main Streets
Marching Down Main Street toward
the Blue Springs Cemetery

Rotary Park at Railroad Lake
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Dog Days of Summer
July 18, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Blue Springs Dog Park

Splash & Show - Trolls

July 31, Dusk
Old Mill Park

AUGUST

August 1, 8 a.m.
Hidden Valley Park

Corks & Canvas Art and Wine Walk

June 20, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Downtown Blue Springs

ALL (816) AREA CODES

Comm. Develop. Hotline........................228-0223
Comm. and Youth Outreach..................228-0178
Economic Development.........................228-0208
Engineering.................................................228-0121
Finance Department................................655-0320
Fire Depart. (non-emergency)..............229-2522
GIS - Mapping Division ...........................228-0119
Human Resources.....................................228-0190
Liquor License (Individual).....................228-0160
Liquor License (Business).......................228-0131
Mayor and Council....................................228-0111
Municipal Court Clerk..............................228-0274
Parks & Recreation....................................228-0137
Parks & Recreation Hotline.....................228-0116
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July 4, Gates open at 6:30 p.m.
Blue Springs South High School
Stadium

Mighty Mud
Volleyball Tournament

JUNE

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Adams Pointe Conf. Center....................228-8100
Adams Pointe Golf Club..........................220-3673
Alarm Permits.............................................228-0217
Animal Control...........................................228-0149
Building Inspections.................................228-0104
Building Permits.........................................228-0118
Business Services Division......................228-0131
City Administrator’s Office.....................228-0111
City Clerk......................................................228-0111
Planning Department..............................228-0207
City Communications..............................655-0497
Codes (Compliance).................................220-4565
Codes (Permits)..........................................228-0118
Community Development.....................228-0207

Red, White & Blue Springs

Concerts in the Park

Movies in the Park Toy Story 4
May 29, Dusk.

JULY

Police Administration...............................228-0164
Police (non-emergency).........................228-0151
Police Detectives.......................................228-0156
Police Records.............................................228-0160
Pothole Hotline..........................................228-0291
Public Works................................................228-0195
Sales Tax........................................................220-4542
Snow Removal Hotline............................228-0295
Street Department....................................228-0195
Swimming Pool..........................................228-0188
Vesper Hall...................................................228-0181
Voter Registration.....................................228-0110
Water & Sewer Billing...............................622-4444
Water/Sewer Maintenance....................228-0195

