Volume 5, Issue 2
Summer 2016

Why Waste Newsletter
The City of Blue Springs waste reduction newsletter

Community Paper Shredding Event
Saturday,
August
27,
2016, from 9 a.m. to Noon
(or until the truck is full).
City Hall parking lot, 903
W. Main Street, Blue
Springs, MO
Bring your sensitive documents to this drive-up paper
shredding event! Residents
are permitted up to four
paper grocery bags of documents to be shred on-site.
Sensitive documents may
include old tax returns, pro-

cessed checks, loan applications, financial reports, and
documents that include Social Security or credit card
account numbers. All paper
collected will be recycled!
For more information, call
816-228-0207.

Have a paper shredder at
home? You can recycle your
shredded paper in the paper
bin at the Pink Hill Park Recycling Center! Please put
shredded paper in a closed
paper bag or in a tied plastic
bag.
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Can’t make the event on August 27th? Some office supply stores, including Office
Depot, provide paper shredding service year-around for
a fee.

Summer Recycling Tips

Household Hazardous
Waste
 Blue Springs residents
can drop off household
hazardous waste for free
at the following locations:

Have an old grill that you
need to recycle? Visit
recyclespot.org to find a
location near you to recycle!
If the grill is still in working
condition, some thrift stores
may accept grills. If the grill
is ready to be scrapped,
check with a local scrap metal recycler.

Metal caps are recyclable,
but can easily get lost in recycling equipment. Round up
your metal bottle caps and
lids, put them in an aluminum
can and pinch the top closed.
Recycle the can in your
curbside bin or drop-off at
the Pink Hill Park Recycling
Center.

Have old charcoal or lighter
fluid that needs to be disposed? Blue Springs residents can drop-off at the
Kansas City or Summit
Waste Systems (in Lee’s
Summit) Household Hazardous Waste facilities (see
bright green column to the
right for more information).

Doing any home repairs this
summer? Used furnishings
and building materials may be
donated to the Habitat ReStore if in good condition
and can be reused. Visit the
local Habitat ReStore at
1219 NW 7 Highway or call
816-886-7374 to find out if
your materials can be accepted.

Did you know that more than
just plastic shopping bags
can be recycled at your local
grocery store or big box
store? There are a variety of
plastic wraps and bags that
can be recycled along with
shopping bags, including:
plastic packaging from bulk
items (paper towels, toilet
paper, water bottles, etc.),
produce bags, newspaper
bags, bread bags, zip-lock
bags (with all hard plastic
zippers removed). Please
note that all bags must be
clean, dry, and free of food
residue. Most grocery stores
have plastic bag bins located
in the front of the store for
easy recycling.

 Kansas City, MO—4707
Deramus Ave., 816-5138400, Open Thursdays &
Fridays (9 AM—6 PM) and
Saturdays (9 AM—4 PM)
 Summit Waste Systems—
2101 SE Hamblen Rd. (Lee’s
Summit), 816-623-3066.
Open by appointment only
on the first Saturday of
the month (7 AM—Noon)
and the third Wednesday
of the month for paint only
(2—6:30 PM).
 Jackson County & Grain
Valley mobile event—
Saturday, October 1, 2016
(8 AM—Noon) at Jackson
County Public Works,
34900 E. Old 40 Hwy.

Pink Hill Park Recycling Center Update
City of Blue Springs
903 W. Main St.
Blue Springs, Missouri 64015
816-220-4504
www.bluespringsgov.com/
recycling
Regional Recycling Info:
816-474-TEAM or
www.recyclespot.org

Interested in receiving the Why
Waste Newsletter via email?
Email Matt at
mwright@bluespringsgov.com

Drop-off recycling is simple
and free at the Pink Hill Park
Recycling Center located at
2725 NW Park Road. Items
accepted include:

 Paper,

shredded paper,
newspapers & magazines

 Cardboard, paperboard &
brown paper bags

 Plastics #1 (bottles)
 Plastics #2 (containers)
 Plastics #3-7 (containers)
 Aluminum cans
 Steel/tin food cans
 Glass jars & bottles

A staff member is always at
the center to help with any
questions or assist with
sorting the materials into
the collection bins.
Center hours through October are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays,
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays.
The City receives a percentage of funds from the sale
of materials collected at the
center. This helps to fund
maintenance and operations
of the recycling center.
More than 600,000 pounds
of recyclables were collected

in 2015, a 44% increase over
2014. Recycling continues to
grow in 2016, with a 38%
increase over the same period (January-May) in 2015.
More than 2.4 million pounds
have been collected since
July 2010.
As drop-offs continue to
increase, the recycling center can be very busy at
times. You can help keep
traffic moving smoothly by
sorting your recyclables
before you arrive, especially
plastics. Plastics are required to be sorted into 3
different bins by type.

Eastern Jackson County Yard Waste Collection Center
The Eastern Jackson County Yard Waste Collection Center is open every Saturday (8 AM to
4 PM) through November! The Center serves Eastern Jackson County residents, including
Blue Springs, Grain Valley, Independence, and Oak Grove. Proof of residency is required. The
facility is located at 37910 E. Pink Hill Road in Oak Grove. Grass clippings, limbs, and leaves
are accepted. Fees apply. Cash and credit/debit card payments only. No checks accepted.
For more information call 816-847-7050 or visit jacksongov.org/yardwaste.

Recycling in Blue Springs Parks!
Recycling is available in several parks in Blue Springs. Look for the blue bins to recycle your plastic water and soda bottles!
Bins are currently available in the following parks:
Hidden Valley Sports Complex—6500 NW Valley View Road
Keystone Park—2214 SW Keystone Drive
Pink Hill Park—2715 NW Park Drive
Wilbur Young Park—1100 SE Adams Dairy Parkway

Community Spotlight: Native Gardening
Are you experiencing stormwater issues on your property during or after a
heavy rain? Do you have landscaping
that is difficult to keep alive during
periods of heat, cold, drought, or
heavy rains? Native gardening may be a
solution to some of these problems
that many homeowners face! Native
plants are hardy plants that have
adapted to our local climate conditions,
and can generally sustain long periods
of varying weather patterns. Native
plants are commonly planted in rain
gardens, which can help reduce storm-

water runoff from a property. Rain
gardens do well in areas where water
flows, such as at the end of downspouts, near driveways or sidewalk, or
in low-lying areas in the yard. Native
plants in rain gardens capture stormwater runoff with their deep root systems. Rain gardens filter water out
slowly, reducing flooding issues downstream. In addition to reducing the
potential for flooding, rain gardens
help clean stormwater by trapping and
filtering oils, chemicals, and pet waste.
Rain gardens also provide a habitat for

local birds and insects. New developments, such as Benton House and the
Howard L. Brown Public Safety Building,
have integrated rain gardens into their
stormwater systems. For more information on rain gardens and growing native plants, visit grownative.org.

