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Hello, Blue Springs! Soon the weather will be cooling
off and fall is right around the corner. I can't believe
how quickly our summer has flown by.
Earlier this summer, we opened the newly renovated
Burrus Old Mill Park - complete with a new playground,
skate park, shelters and of course, the City's very first
splash pad! And I think it's pretty safe to say, the new
park is a hit. Of course, this was all made possible by the
voter-approved half-cent parks maintenance sales tax,
so thank you voters!
I also want to give a special shout-out to our Public Works Department. This
summer, they resurfaced more than 8 miles of our City's streets and were able
to add additional life to more than 5 miles through special surface treatments.
We're now in the process of auditing the City's streets, to determine the best
use of funds for the next round of the Pavement Management Program in
2020.
Of course, as you will see, this issue of the Blue Springs Magazine is all about
our men and women in Blue and the great work they are doing in policing and
in building relationships with our community. Please enjoy this very special
Public Safety issue of the Blue Springs Magazine.
If you would like more frequent updates on City events, I encourage you to go
online and sign up for my e-newsletter: ‘News Happenings Around Town’. You
can also “like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.
Gratefully in your service,

Mayor Carson Ross
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[PUBLIC SAFETY[
MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF
Greetings from the Blue Springs Police Department! It is our goal to
make Blue Springs a great place to live, work and play. We do that by
providing quality police services through dedicated employees working
hard together to ensure safety is our number one goal. We are a
nationally accredited agency and recognized throughout the metro area
as a top-notch department.
As you will see as you read through the articles in this magazine, we
focus on crime prevention and public education. The only way to
effectively reduce crime is to prevent crime, so that is why we devote
significant resources to our crime prevention efforts. And we cannot
do this alone. It takes a relationship built on trust with the community
to achieve great results, and I believe we have a great relationship with
the community. Our Citizen’s Police Academies remain popular and
beneficial based on feedback from those who attend, and our youth
programs are also very popular based on public comments.

Rest assured our staff
and volunteers are
working around the
clock providing the
best service possible. I
hope that you enjoy this latest magazine edition, and it sparks further
interest into what we are about and what we do!
Sincerely,

Chief Bob Muenz

JOIN US!

PUBLIC SAFETY FORUM:

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

MEDICAL MARIJUANA & BLUE SPRINGS
Tuesday, Nov. 26 6:30 p.m.
Public Safety Building, 1100 SW Smith Street
With the recent State of Missouri passage of medical marijuana laws, many
are wondering what exactly that means for the City of Blue Springs. Join
the Public Safety Citizens Advisory Board for the annual Public Safety Forum
as we welcome Mike Mallon, Assistant Director of Community Development
for a community discussion on the changes to the state laws, and how Blue
Springs will be enforcing those laws. This event will also air on Facebook
Live at www.Facebook.com/bluespringsgov.

Tuesday, Oct. 1, 5:30 to 8 p.m. | Downtown Blue Springs
Join us as we celebrate the 20th Annual National Night Out event with food,
entertainment, games and more! This FREE community event educates
children and adults about police operations, crime prevention, safety and the
danger of drugs. The event is hosted by the Blue Springs Police Department.
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3

BY THE
NUMBERS

[CRIME

[
PREVENTION
22, 876 BLUE SPRINGS WATCH
2018-2019

911 CALLS

1,038
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
6,497
ARRESTS MADE
$19K
WORTH OF
MARIJUANA
RECOVERED

46,160
CALLS FOR SERVICE
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One of the best tools available for
identifying and prosecuting criminal
activity is the use of video surveillance.
Many businesses and homes in Blue
Springs are equipped with video
cameras to help keep them safe. The
Blue Springs Police Department is
asking residents and businesses to
register their privately-owned video
surveillance systems. This proactive
approach in coordinating and
identifying video surveillance in the
City can play a major role in the identification of suspects and evidence in
crimes. When responding to calls for service, Blue Springs Police Officers
and Detectives can use the information from privately owned surveillance
cameras to help investigate, substantiate or dispute claims of criminal
activity. To register for this program, go to www.bluespringsgov.com/
bluespringswatch or contact the Crime Prevention Unit at 816-228-0178 or
bluespringswatch@bluespringsgov.com.

BLUE SPRINGS JOINS NEIGHBORS BY RING
We are excited to announce that the Blue Springs Police Department
has joined the Neighbors app by Ring. Neighbors is a free app where
community members can stay up-to-date on local crime and safety
situations by signing up for real-time alerts and sharing anonymous tips
directly from their smartphone. Text "bluespringsmo" to 555888 or search
"neighbors by ring" in your app store. The app is free and users do not have
to have a Ring device to participate in the community or receive updates
from the Police Department.
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"AN EYE IN THE SKY"
POLICE DEPARTMENT LAUNCHES DRONE UNIT

In early 2019, the Blue Springs Police Department
implemented a Drone Unit. This Unit operates two unmanned
aerial vehicles that assist the Department with crime prevention,
criminal apprehension and search operations.
Ultimately, the availability of the drones allows the
Department to safely access and monitor areas where sending
in officers on the ground may be tricky, dangerous or simply
not feasible. Other drone uses could include vehicular accident
reconstruction, search and rescue operations, crime scene
photography and documentation, 3D mapping and modeling of
critical infrastructure, pre-event mapping to plan for large-scale
public events and aerial surveillance.
Currently the Department has three Federal Aviation
Association (FAA) certified drone pilots and two more in training.
Additionally, the Blue Springs Police Department has partnered
with the Central Jackson County Fire Protection District and
other City Departments to collaborate on joint operations and
training.
The drones will be operated in coordination with law enforcement officers conducting a specific mission
as guided by operational procedures issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. These operational
procedures are designed to minimize risk to people, property, and aircraft during the operation of the drone
while continuing to safeguard the right to privacy of all persons.

GET INVOLVED!
VOLUNTEERS IN POLICE SERVICE
(VIPS)

CITIZEN'S POLICE ACADEMY

The Citizen’s Police Academy is a 9-week
program designed to give participants a
working knowledge of the Blue Springs
Police Department. This free program gives
participants an in-depth, educational, fun, and
often exciting hands-on look behind the scenes
of law enforcement work in their community.
For more information, contact the Crime
Prevention Unit at 816-228-0178 or email:
citizenspoliceacademy@bluespringsgov.com.

Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) is a group of
trained citizen volunteers under the direction of the
Crime Prevention Unit, who are on the job in various
assignments throughout the department. Duties
include database management, teaching training
classes, crisis response, and assisting Animal Control.
VIPS members also assist at community events such
as the Fall Fun Festival, Mayor's Tree Lighting, DWI
Checkpoint operations, and National Night Out Against
Crime.
Team members attend regular meetings and training
sessions. If you are interested in joining the VIPS
Program or would like more information, please email
Allen Kintz, or call 816-228-0178.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY
RESPONSE TEAM
The Central Jackson County Emergency Management
Agency offers a free 8-week training program in
disaster preparedness. This class trains you to assist
your neighbors following a disaster when professional
responders are not immediately available to help.
To sign up, contact Sgt. Allen Kintz by emailing akintz@
bluespringsgov.com.

NEXT CLASS
BEGINS
OCTOBER 2019
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[COMMUNITY OUTREACH[
Blue Springs Police make interacting with youth, community a priority
For the Blue Springs Police Department, policing
isn’t just about enforcing laws, solving crimes or
taking the bad guys to jail. In Blue Springs our officers
are actively forming positive relationships with the
community and citizens we serve – specifically our
younger citizens.

Department’s Youth Outreach program since 2012
and Westerman estimates about 100-120 girls
complete the program each year.
“It’s good for the girls to see us in this environment.
We want them to see that we’re people just like
they are. We talk about what makes us human and
show them an example of how to learn from our
experiences,” Westerman said.

“We’re committed to meeting the needs of our
community and we look for opportunities to
continually build connections with our young people,”
Most of all, Westerman said, they want the girls to
said Chief Bob Muenz.
know they have allies within the Police Department.
To aide in this effort, the Blue Springs Police
“Middle school and high school are scary. We want
Department offers two free summer day-camps for
to be able to form these positive relationships and let
pre-teen/teen boys and girls.
them know they can always come to us.”
Girls on Fire is a program developed and taught by
several female officers to address the unique set of
challenges facing young girls by encouraging healthy
relationships, discipline, self-esteem, and health and
wellness. Through a series of interactive presentations
and physical fitness activities, girls are introduced to
concepts and healthy practices that enhance their self
esteem.

On the flip side, for middle school boys, the Blue
Springs Police Department offers Life Sports. This
camp allows middle school boys to interact with
members of the Blue Springs Police Department
through team sports and daily group discussions on
life-skills, character and sportsmanship. Participants
will also hear from special guest speakers from the
Blue Springs Police Department, community leaders
and current/past professional athletes.

“This program is all about empowerment and
building relationships,” said Officer Amber Westerman.
“The reason for Life Sports is simple. If we, as a
“We want to give them the tools that they need to
Department, want to foster better relationships
have successful middle, high school and adult lives.”
within our community, we need to reach out to the
Girls on Fire has been a part of the Police
young men who will be leaders in the coming years.
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TAKE ME HOME
BLUE SPRINGS
www.bluespringsgov.com/takemehome
A parent’s worst fear is that their child wanders off
and goes missing. For some parents and caregivers of
children, teens, and adults with special needs, this is a
fear that is very real and, in some cases, happens many
times over the course of their child’s life.
This year, the Blue Springs Police Department launched
the Take Me Home Blue Springs program. This
program allows families and caregivers of individuals
who may be prone to wandering or running off, the
ability to submit key information and recent photos
of their children to the Police Department where it is
then uploaded to the software database and can be
accessed in a police cruiser or back at the station.

Everything that we can do to lead by example and teach
these young men how to be leaders not only in their
schools, but in their communities, will help create lasting
friendships for years to come,” said Officer Alex Smith.
Life Sports is in its second year and so far, Smith says,
they’ve had about 160 participants in the camp.
Other important programs designed specifically to
reach the community’s youth include Shop with a Blue
Springs Cop, Blue Pals, and National Night Out Against
Crime.
“I’m proud that our officers are so dedicated to
reaching and interacting with our youth to build
positive and impactful relationships. We hope these
programs lead their participants and our community to a
successful future,” Muenz said.
For more information about the Community and
Youth Outreach Unit, call 816-228-0178 or go to www.
bluespringsgov.com/cyou.

If a police officer encounters a person in the Take Me
Home system, the officer can query the Take Me Home
system, searching by name or by the person’s physical
description. Once the individual’s Take Me Home record
has been located, the officer has the information at
hand to appropriately assist the person. If officers find
someone who can’t communicate where he/she lives,
they can search the database by description and return
the person to their loved ones. The system also works
in reverse — if a loved one goes missing, their picture
and description are immediately available.
To enroll in the Take Me Home Program, families,
caregivers, and individuals fill out an online form
to submit recent digital photos and information
describing the registrants height, weight, and other
demographic information as well as emergency
contact information.
Take Me Home is voluntary for citizens who participate,
and all information is kept confidential. To register, go
to www.bluesprings.com/takemehome.
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COMMUNITY

CALENDAR

www.bluespringsgov.com/calendar

Photo by Stephen Bubalo, 2018 first place My Blue Springs Category

My Blue Springs Photo Contest
We are proud to announce the tenth annual
‘My Blue Springs’ Photo Contest! We’d love to
see photos of your kids, your neighbor or your
classmates enjoying their favorite Blue Springs
pastimes and locations.
There will be one winner in each age category
and one overall winner. Photos will be judged
by a panel of City of Blue Springs employees.
Winners will be published in the 2019-20 winter
edition of The Blue Springs Magazine.
For a complete list of contest rules and entry
categories, go to www.bluespringsgov.com/
mybluesprings.
For questions, contact photos@bluespringsgov.
com or 816-655-0497.

Contest entry deadline is
Oct. 31, 2019
Email entries to
photos@bluespringsgov.com

SEPTEMBER
Fall Fun Festival
Sept. 13-15
Downtown Blue Springs
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NOVEMBER

Blue Springs Night Ride
Sept. 21, 9 p.m.
Blue Springs Fieldhouse

Small Business Saturday
Nov. 30
Downtown Blue Springs

OCTOBER

Movie on the Turf - Home Alone
Nov. 30, 7:30 p.m.
Blue Springs Fieldhouse

National Night Out
Oct. 1, 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Downtown Blue Springs

DECEMBER
Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting
Dec. 3, 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.
City Hall

Trick or Treat Main Street
Oct. 26, 10 a.m. to Noon
Downtown Blue Springs

Brunch with Santa
Dec. 7, 10 a.m.
Vesper Hall

DEA Drug Take Back Day
Oct. 26, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Blue Springs Police Department, North &
South Consentino’s Price Chopper

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Adams Pointe Conf. Center....................228-8100
Adams Pointe Golf Club..........................220-3673
Alarm Permits.............................................228-0217
Animal Control...........................................228-0149
Building Inspections.................................228-0104
Building Permits.........................................228-0118
Business Services Division......................228-0131
City Administrator’s Office.....................228-0111
City Clerk......................................................228-0111
Planning Department..............................228-0207
City Communications..............................655-0497
Codes (Compliance).................................220-4565
Codes (Permits)..........................................228-0118
Community Development.....................228-0207

Spooky Springs
Oct. 26, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Adams Pointe Golf Course

ALL (816) AREA CODES

Comm. Develop. Hotline........................228-0223
Comm. and Youth Outreach..................228-0178
Economic Development.........................228-0208
Engineering.................................................228-0121
Finance Department................................655-0320
Fire Depart. (non-emergency)..............229-2522
GIS - Mapping Division ...........................228-0119
Human Resources.....................................228-0190
Liquor License (Individual).....................228-0160
Liquor License (Business).......................228-0131
Mayor and Council....................................228-0111
Municipal Court Clerk..............................228-0274
Parks & Recreation....................................228-0137
Parks & Recreation Hotline.....................228-0116
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Police Administration...............................228-0164
Police (non-emergency).........................228-0151
Police Detectives.......................................228-0156
Police Records.............................................228-0160
Pothole Hotline..........................................228-0291
Public Works................................................228-0195
Sales Tax........................................................220-4542
Snow Removal Hotline............................228-0295
Street Department....................................228-0195
Swimming Pool..........................................228-0188
Vesper Hall...................................................228-0181
Voter Registration.....................................228-0110
Water & Sewer Billing...............................622-4444
Water/Sewer Maintenance....................228-0195

